Saint Joseph
ROMAN CATHOLIC Church

Christmas Mass sCHEDULE

Saturday: (December 24th) 4:00pm (Parish Center), 6:30pm and 10:00pm (Church)
Sunday: (December 25th) 9:00am and 11:30am (Church)
Christmas Spanish Mass at 2:30pm

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS

Saturday: (December 17th) 3:00pm-4:30pm and Wednesday: (December 21st) 1:00-2:00pm
There will be no Confessions on Saturday, December 24 th due to the 4:00pm Mass

973-383-1985

DECEMBER 18, 2016

Our Parish Family is Served By
Father ST Sutton

973-383-1985 - FatherSTS@gmail.com
Father Alexander Londono, M igrant M inistry
Fr. Alexanderlondono@gmail.com
Father Edward Davey, Pastor Em eritus
Deacons Gerald Hanifan, Alfred Kucinski
and Thomas Zayac

Weekly Mass Intentions
Saturday 12/17

5:00pm James Corcoran
Fred Manak Sr.

Sunday
December 18th

8:00am Danny & Tommy Vetrano
Rosie Woodring
9:30am Charlie Lundgren
Susan Allanson

Fourth Sunday
of Advent

11:30am

Deborah Henegan

Director of Faith Formation (Grades 1-8)
973-383-8413 - Faithformation@stjosephnewton.org

6:00pm

Linda Gorski

Director of Faith Formation (Confirmation)

973-383-8413 - Confirmation@stjosephnewton.org

Kelly Dachisen, Director of Music Ministry
jkdachisen@me.com
Anne Lundgren, Office M anager
973-383-1985 - parishoffice@stjosephnewton.org
Karen Glowatski, Office A ssistant
973-383-1985 - secretary@stjosephnewton.org
Sharon Eltzholtz, Bulletin A ssistant
973-383-1985 - bulletin@stjosephnewton.org
Robert Lasser, Finance Adm inistrator

TRUSTEES OF THE PARISH
Dorothy Bosi, George Hayek
and Gerard Woodring.

WEEKLY REMEMBRANCE
The Sanctuary Lamp which burns
near the tabernacle, is the reminder
of our Lord’s presence in the Most
Holy Eucharist, burns in loving
memory of:

And the hosts and wine, which will
become the Holy Body and Precious
Blood of our Lord, were given in
loving memory of:

May they be resting in the joy
of God’s heavenly kingdom!

Francis & Stella Covel
Carol Merrill
Intentions of Baby
Christopher Guardiscione
Dorothy Sullivan

Monday 12/19

12:05pm Ken & Kathleen Hodgkinson

Tuesday 12/20

12:05pm Madeline Romard

Wednesday 12/21

12:05pm Charles & Lucy Sutton

Thursday 12/22

12:05pm Intentions of James
Maitilasso

Friday 12/23

12:05pm Mike & Pat Ryan

Saturday 12/24

4:00pm “Pro Populo”
6:30pm “Pro Populo”
10:00pm “Pro Populo”

Sunday
December 25th

9:00am “Pro Populo”
11:30am “Pro Populo”

The Nativity
of the Lord

farewell
After serving the community for many years
and serving as the Chaplain for the Salesian
Sisters for over 20 years Father Angelus Croce
is retiring to Nazareth Village in Chester.
A simple reception will take place at Sacred
Heart Center from 1:30-3:00pm on Sunday,
January 8th. Please RSVP by email at
croceretirement@gmail.com or leave a
message at 201-396-1101. Please come and

wish Father Angelus a happy retirement.

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18, 2016

This week’s events
Wednesday, December 21
6:00pm R.C.I.A. (Parish Center)
7:00pm Mass of Remembrance (Church)
Thursday, December 22
1:00pm Legion of Mary (Parish Center)

Weekend readings
December 25, 2016

The Prophet Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-6
The Gospel of Saint John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

PARISH WEEKEND DONATIONS
December 11th Collection $8,178
Online Giving $396
Immaculate Conception $1,840
Total: $10,414
Attendance: 758
Please remember that our parish weekly
collection goal is $10,000/week.

“Oremus pro invicem”

Food pantry
Our Food Pantry tries to offer a wide variety of
choices to our clients so we can use whatever
you would like to donate. However, there are a
few items we are in definite need of: coffee,
sugar, macaroni and cheese, cake mix, tuna,
spam, ketchup, strawberry jam, bottled juice,
mayo. We are also in need of non food items
including paper towels, toilet paper, shampoo
and conditioner, body wash, tooth paste, razors,
deodorant, laundry detergent, bleach, dish
detergent and tissues. Thank you for your
continued generosity.

Women’s Weekend retreat
Sacred Heart Spirituality Center in Newton is
hosting our Women’s Weekend Retreat
January 6-8, 2017. The theme for this
retreat is “Listen to my Voice.” Come and
spend some get-away time with Our Lord,
listening to Him speak of His great love for
you!
Register now by downloading a
registration form at:
www.sacredheartspiritualitycenter.org.
For more information, please call
973-383-2620 or email
shretreatcenter@gmail.com.

Please remember in your prayers the following
members of our parish family who are sick and are in
need of the Lord’s healing presence:

t
Aaron Armstrong, Mackenzie Brannan, Ron Byers,
Fred Bender, Geraldine Bender, Mary Benziger,
Irene Bitsko, Peggy Bopp, Harry Cridland, Jennifer
DiNardo, Ted Eis, Pat Fitzpatrick, Ann Flowers,
Mary Gregory, David Hesson, Ed Huff,
Susan Kadar, Jessica Kirby, Kerri Knight,
Lorraine Kraft, Peter Mahler, Linda Marucci,
Betty Mastrelli, James Matilasso, Karen Morrison,
Greg Orvetz, Karen Orvetz, Michael Palumbo,
Marie Pantaleo, Pedro Rodriquez, Elizabeth Roberts,
Michael Ryan, Eleanore Shaffer,
Gloria Steets, Carole Sudol, Carol Strand,
John Tiger, Kathy VanBruinisse,
Gerri VanRiper, Cathy Veluta,
Elizabeth Wilburn and
Rita & Tom Zimich.

Saint paul abbey
The Benedictine Abbey of Saint Paul,
on Route 206 (one mile south of Newton),
has thousands of Christmas Trees
ready to choose and cut 7 days a week
from November 25th to December 23rd
from 9:00am to 4:00pm

They also have the Abbey Gift Shop with many items
that make ideal Christmas gifts, including books,
statues, jewelry and much more.

FATHER ANGELUS

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR JESUS

It is with great sadness that Saint Joseph Parish
Community has to bid farewell to Father Angelus
Croce who has faithfully served our parish
community for the past twenty years. He began
with Father Davey and has assisted former pastors,
Father Peter Filipkowski, Father Brian Sullivan and
recently, myself by celebrating the Sunday 8:00am
Mass once a month.

No doubt many of you fine people have been making
your lists and checking them twice to see who gets what so you
can finally cross them off your list and “get them out of the
way” as I often heard my mother say. But through all the hustle
and bustle of fighting crowds of people, lines of traffic and
impatiently waiting for the holiday help to finally figure out
how the register works, the “good news” is that the end will
soon upon us.

Over the past several months Father’s health has
been declining and because he has fallen numerous
times, he has made a decision to retire and move to
the diocesan priest’s retirement home in
Chester. Father’s new address will be: Nazareth
Village, Post Office Box 635, Chester, NJ 07930.
I think it would be a wonderful sign of our gratitude
and love if each family dropped him a small note of
congratulations and gratitude.
After the 8:00am Sunday Mass this weekend,
I helped Father down the sanctuary stairs so that he
could greet the people as they were leaving the
church. Because I was by his side holding him up,
I heard some wonderful and heart touching remarks
of people’s gratitude for his homilies, his pastoral
assistance and friendly presence. Tearfully, it was a
difficult day for Father Angelus to close one chapter
in his life and begin a new one in Chester.
However, I want him to know that he is always
welcome to return to his “home” here in Newton
and will always be received with open arms and
fraternal solicitude.
Unlike any other “job” being a priest truly allows
you to affect many people’s lives on many different
levels.
Therefore, when a priest leaves one
assignment or in Father Angelus’ case, retires from
his priestly service, it is with a lot of emotion and
personal sorrow. I pray that the many people’s lives
that he has touched and the many times he has been
moved by your generosity, support, love and
affection, he will continue in his priestly life in
Chester with the knowledge that he is and will
always be “a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek” (Hebrews 7:17) and how grateful
Saint Joseph Parish is for his service, dedication and
sacramental presence for over two decades.
Father Angelus, thank you for your service. Thank
you for your kindness. Thank you for your
expertise.
Thank you for your many Masses,
Confessions, homilies and being with the people of
Newton. You will be greatly missed and we
promise to pray for you for many years to come.

“Ad multos annos!”

But above and beyond all these great things that occur
during the Christmas, I should say Advent, Season (to be
liturgically correct) there always seems to be one person that
we often forget.
From the many gifts that you generously gave to the
Giving Tree in order to make less fortunate and financially
challenged families in Newton and Paterson more hopeful and
joyful this year, I know that you did not forget these truly needy
brothers and sisters. But what about the baby whose birthday
we actually do all these “things” for? Of course, this baby is all
grown up now. He came, He saw and He conquered our
hearts! And the greatest gift that He continues to share with us
is His own Holy Body and Precious Blood each and every day
at Mass. The second and magnificent gift, is His Holy Church,
who safeguards the first gift.
So I would like to ask you: have you given any
prayerful thought about your donation to the Church this
year? As you can see many things have been brought up to
date, cleaned, replaced and renovated. This includes not only
the inside of our beautiful church, but the grounds, the sidewalks, the shrubbery, the new Parish Center, the enlargement of
the newly named Saint Mother of Theresa Food Pantry and the
list continues.
I am so very grateful for your generosity throughout
the years and most especially during the last one year and a half
since I have been assigned to Saint Joseph Church. Your
continued generosity is truly inspiring and moving, as I know
that many of you make true and real sacrifices to support your
church. Thank you!
If I may, however, I would like to speak to the people
that have been giving one, two or three dollars for the past forty
years. While I understand that many people might not be able
to donate a lot of money (I often think about how our Protestant
brothers and sisters must tithe their income to their church,
which means donating 10% of their gross income). But that is
not what I am asking. What I am asking all of you is to
prayerfully consider making a true and real sacrifice for your
church. Firstly, in prayer; pray for Saint Joseph Church. Pray
for Her priest, deacons, staff, volunteers and your brothers and
sisters that sit beside you at the Mass you attend and the many
others which we extend the helping hand of Jesus to each and
every day. Secondly, I ask you to give serious thought and
prayer to making a financial contribution to the church, like that
of the widow’s mite from Saint Luke’s Gospel (21:1-4) when
Jesus complimented her giving by saying: “Truly I say to you
that this poor widow has put in more than all; for all these out of
their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of
her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”
So as we draw near to our celebration of the Christmas
holyday, let us do so with great anticipation, with great joy,
with great gratitude and with great generosity which speaks of
our commitment and dedication to our Roman Catholic Church
and particular to our local church of Saint Joseph here in Newton where “All Are Welcome.”
I close and leave you with the prayer taken from the
Book of Deuteronomy: “May the Lord, the God of your
fathers, increase you a thousand-fold more than you are and
bless you, just as He has promised you!” (1:11).

Large Crucifix

Christmas mass schedule

We are looking to purchase a large crucifix which will
hang over the altar of Sacrifice in the Sanctuary.
It will be professionally hung from the ceiling with all
the necessary support. If you might interested in
purchasing this beautiful cross in loving memory of
someone, please contact Father ST. The cost will be in
excess of $5,000. Details and pictures to follow!

Christmas Eve: Saturday, December 24th: 4:00pm
(Community Center) 6:30pm and 10:00pm
(both Masses are in the church).

QUILTS OF VALOR
This is an
organization that
distributes hand
made quilts to
service men and
women injured in
the line of duty.
We are planning to
work on a quilt beginning in January to donate with
the prayers and love of our parish community.
Sarah Samanns will start working on a quilt in
January. The material is already purchased and
anyone who would like to assist in this project please
contact Sarah at sarahsamanns@gmail.com.

Christmas Day: Sunday, December 25th, 9:00am &
11:30am (both Masses are in the church).
Confessions: Saturday, December 17th from
3:00—4:30pm and on Wednesday, December 21st
from 1:00-2:00pm
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God:
Saturday, December 31st at 5:00pm and
Sunday, January 1st at 8:00, 9:30am and 11:30am

Parish Office Christmas Hours
The Parish Center will be closed on
Monday, December 26th and Monday,
January 2nd. The office will also be closing
at noon on December 27th-30th.

