Saint Joseph
ROMAN CATHOLIC Church

Schedule of Masses

Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12:05pm
Saturdays: 5:00pm Sundays: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:30am and 6:00pm
Misa en Espanol todos los Domingos a las 2:30pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays: 4:00pm-4:30pm or by appointment

973-383-1985

January 1, 2017

Our Parish Family is Served By
Father ST Sutton

973-383-1985 - FatherSTS@gmail.com
Father Alexander Londono, M igrant M inistry
Fr. Alexanderlondono@gmail.com
Father Edward Davey, Pastor Em eritus
Deacons Gerald Hanifan, Alfred Kucinski
and Thomas Zayac
Deborah Henegan

Director of Faith Formation (Grades 1-8)
973-383-8413 - Faithformation@stjosephnewton.org

Linda Gorski

Director of Faith Formation (Confirmation)

973-383-8413 - Confirmation@stjosephnewton.org

Kelly Dachisen, Director of Music Ministry
jkdachisen@me.com
Anne Lundgren, Office M anager
973-383-1985 - parishoffice@stjosephnewton.org
Karen Glowatski, Office A ssistant
973-383-1985 - secretary@stjosephnewton.org
Sharon Eltzholtz, Bulletin A ssistant
973-383-1985 - bulletin@stjosephnewton.org
Robert Lasser, Finance Adm inistrator

TRUSTEES OF THE PARISH
Dorothy Bosi, George Hayek
and Gerard Woodring.

Weekly Mass Intentions
Saturday 12/31

5:00pm Fernanda Petti
Rosemary Woodring

Sunday
January 1st

8:00am

Hulda Annan

9:30am

Domenick Ruggiero, Sr.

Solemnity
of Mary,
the Holy
Mother
of God

11:30am

Monday 1/2

12:05pm David Allen Hesson

Tuesday 1/3

12:05pm Intention of Carole Sudol

Wednesday 1/4

12:05pm Emily Sipiorski

Thursday 1/5

12:05pm Intentions of Anthony Romano

Friday 1/6

12:05pm Edmon Lyden Hannigan

Saturday 1/7

5:00pm Intentions of Paul Reskovac
Robert Hughes

Sunday
January 8th

8:00am

Father John Vincent Doyle

9:30am

Benjamin Espression
Kenneth Ewings

The Epiphany
of the Lord

11:30am
6:00pm

WEEKLY REMEMBRANCE
The Sanctuary Lamp which burns
near the tabernacle, is the reminder of
our Lord’s presence in the Most Holy
Eucharist, burns in loving memory of:

And the hosts and wine, which will become the
Holy Body and Precious Blood of our Lord
at Mass, were given in loving memory of:

May they now be resting in the joy
and peace of God’s heavenly kingdom!

Mary Theresa Takacs

Father Val Plevyak
Camelia Khoury
Edward Metivier

“Oremus pro invicem”
Please remember in your prayers the following
members of our parish family who are sick and
are in need of the Lord’s healing presence:
Aaron Armstrong, Mackenzie Brannan,
Ron Byers, Fred Bender, Geraldine
Bender, Mary Benziger, Irene Bitsko,
Peggy Bopp, Harry Cridland,
Jennifer DiNardo, Ted Eis, Pat Fitzpatrick,
Ann Flowers, Rocco Fusco, Mary Gregory,
Ed Huff, Susan Kadar, Jessica Kirby, Kerri Knight,
Lorraine Kraft, Peter Mahler, James Maitilasso,
Linda Marucci, Betty Mastrelli, Karen Morrison,
Greg Orvetz, Karen Orvetz, Michael Palumbo,
Marie Pantaleo, Pedro Rodriquez, Elizabeth Roberts,
Michael Ryan, Eleanore Shaffer, Gloria Steets,
Carole Sudol, Carol Strand, John Tiger,
Kathy VanBruinisse, Gerri VanRiper,
Cathy Veluta, Elizabeth Wilburn,
Rita & Tom Zimich.

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God - January 1, 2017

20 + C + M + B + 17

New Year’s House Blessing

A good way to begin the New Year is to bless your homes during the week of January 8 th on the Feast of the Epiphany.
Use the blessed chalk you receive at Mass this weekend, to inscribe the blessing on the inside lintel of the main door of
your house.
Christians are encouraged to bless their homes at the beginning of each new year. Two thousand and Seventeen stands
for the New Year and the initials, joined by crosses, stand for the three Wise Men (Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar) who
represent the peoples of the world as they offered Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. With family members
present, begin the Ritual of Blessing. Perhaps one of your younger family members or an elder member could do the
reading from Luke’s Gospel.
Family member:
All:

In the name of the Father (+) and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Family member:

May the God whom we glorify with one heart and voice enable us, through the Spirit,
to live in harmony as followers of Christ Jesus, now and forever.
Amen.

All:
Family member:

When Christ took flesh through the Blessed Virgin Mary, he made his home with us.
Let us now pray that he will enter this home and bless it with his presence. May He
always be here among us; may He nurture our love for each other, share in our joys and
comfort us in our sorrows. Inspired by His teachings and example, seek to make our
home before all else a dwelling place of love, diffusing far and wide the goodness of
Christ.

Family member:

(Read the Gospel of Luke 10:5-9)

All:

Family member:

All:
Family member:
All:

Everyone prays together the “Our Father,” “Hail Mary” and a “Glory Be” for
the intentions of our Holy Father, Pope Francis.
Amen.
(If there is holy water available, sprinkle it in all the rooms while praying:)
Let this water call to mind our baptism into Christ, who has redeemed us by His death
and Resurrection.
Lord, be close to Your servants who abide here and ask for a blessing. Be our shelter
when we are at home, our companion when we are away, and our welcome guest when
we return. And at last receive us into the dwelling place You have prepared for us in
Your Father’s house, where You live and love forever and ever.
Amen.
May the peace of Christ rule our hearts, and may the word of Christ in all its richness
dwell in us, so that whatever we do in word and in work, we will do in the Name of the
Lord.
Amen.
(After the prayer is prayed, inscribe (in chalk) over the main door of your home the
blessing: 20 + C + M + B + 17).

Wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year!
Saint Joseph Church’s Pastoral Staff

Weekend readings
January 8, 2017
The Prophet Isaiah 60:1-6
Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
The Gospel of Saint Matthew 2:1-12

PARISH WEEKEND DONATIONS
Due to the early submission of this week’s
bulletin, the Christmas Sunday Collection
figures were not available.
Thank you for your generosity to the
Weekend Collection as well as for the
donations for flowers given in loving
memory of your family and friends.

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS!

I have never been really big on New Year’s resolutions,
possibly because I think that is when new gym memberships
quadruple, Weight Watchers sees an increase of over 30% and
people promise to quick smoking cold turkey, only to find
themselves to be more aggravated, more irritated, heavier and
smoking more.
I suppose I think that resolutions (for me at least) are not just
for January 1st but for all the months of the year! But for those
of you who still like the idea of setting yourself up for failure,
I have a few ideas that might be able to help you in succeeding
at a few goals a few resolutions for this coming year:
Go into your closet, drawers or boxes and take out two (2)
pieces of clothing that you have not worn for a while for the
Thrift Shop. If you are like I am, I am certain that many of you
have things in your closet with the tags still on them which you
have never used. Donate them to our, to your parish Thrift Shop
for the needy in town and for our parishioners, once a month.
Go into your food pantry or closet and take out two (2) cans of
food each week and bring them with you to church. Now I am
not talking about the yams that expired in 2001 or the Spam
that you bought in 1978. Something recent, fresh and useful for
those who are legitimately hungry.
Being a bachelor,
unfortunately, my food pantry is not that full. If that is your
situation as well, then how about purchasing a few supermarket
cards for those in need in our Saint Mother Theresa Food
Pantry?
Come to church a few minutes earlier than usual and sit in the
quiet of the church and listen to what the Lord might have to
say to you. You might even be able to find a seat and not have
to stand for Mass is another positive outcome.
Pick up your Bible (that is the book with all the dust on it on the
bottom of your night stand). If you do not have a decent Bible,
then I would suggest go and buy one (a good Catholic Bible is
the New American Translation). The reason why I like this
translation is that it is the same translation which the Universal
Church uses at Mass.

Find a pair of rosaries (that is the necklace like set of prayer
beads that has a crucifix at the end and one small bead followed
by ten more beads in a set of five rows). Pick it up once a week
(for starters) and say one “Our Father” on the single bead and
ten “Hail Mary’s” on the next ten. If you need help on how to
pray the Rosary go to: http://www.catholic.org/prayers/
rosary.php for a step by step video.
Read the Readings for Sunday Mass on Monday and think
about them during the week so that when you come to Mass on
Sunday, you will already have a head start about what the priest
should be preaching about. The easiest way to find the reading
is on our website (www.stjosephnewton.org) or you may go
directly to: www.usccb.org for any day that you are interested
in reading the daily Scriptures. They even have a link for them
to be read aloud.
If you are able, think about coming to Mass one day extra
during the week (Mass is celebrated each Monday-Friday at
12:05pm for those who are working). I promise you that once
you get into this habit, the Lord will not let you go.

Prayerfully reconsider what you give to your church on the
weekend. If you are giving less than $20 and you work full
time, I think it is time to reevaluate what you give to the Lord.
Our Protestant brothers and sisters are required to “tithe” (that
means to give 10% of your net income to the Lord). So if they
make $500/week, then they are required to give $50 to the
church each week. I often think about how much money people
spend on cigarettes, gas, perfume, restaurants, gym
memberships (especially in January), etc. and yet when it
comes to giving to the church, people still give the same $3 (or
less) since 1966. I think a good idea is to preplan and pray
what amount you are going to give each week and put that
money aside (of course, this is all dependent if you are
financially able) so that you when you go to church you are not
hurrying to find good old “Georgie” to put in the collection
basket. Remember that “The Lord loves a generous giver”
(2 Corinthians 9:7).
Prayerfully consider donating some time either in the Saint
Mother Theresa Food Pantry, the Parish Thrift Shop, visiting
the sick at one of our nursing homes in the area or helping clean
the church on Saturdays. It does not have to be a commitment
forever. But like coming to Mass during the week, once the
Lord has His hold on your heart, your life will change and He
will never let you go.
Finally, think about just being nice. Like our brothers and
sisters from the 12-step Programs learn “Mean what you say,
say what you mean, but don’t say it meanly!” Take a few
minutes each day and specifically do a kind deed for someone.
Maybe let someone out of a difficult intersection in front of you
in traffic. Maybe help an elderly person do their shopping or
maybe, it is as simple as stop gossiping and spreading rumors
about other people. Stop complaining. Stop maligning. Stop
carrying a grudge. Start smiling. Start being kind. Start being
hospitable and welcoming. Start being more accepting and not
judging so quickly.
I know that all of this sounds like “too much” but, like going to
the gym, the most difficult part is getting through the front door
and making the first step toward wholeness. I believe that is it
the same on our first step to holiness. Remember, if vice is the
repetition of doing sinful things, then virtue is only the
repetition of doing good things.
Give yourself a break, be kind to others and to yourself.
Be generous, loving, respectful, just and helpful, ALL of these
things “one day at a time.” And if you fail miserably at one or
more of these ideas and resolutions, then start again tomorrow.
The alternative is that you do nothing and next year you will
just another year older and another year more miserable. God
has a wonderful plan for you IF you only let Him in your lives
and in your heart.
Know that I am hoping and praying that the coming New Year
of 2017 will be a great year marked by many positive things
both in our local church and in the personal lives of all our
parishioners.
Let us not just “Make America Great Again” maybe we can
also “Make our Church Great Again” as well. May God bless
you all and be assured of my prayers for a Happy and healthy
New Year!!!

Knights of Columbus Rose sale

Rachel’s vineyard

Next weekend the Knights of Columbus will
be here after all Masses asking for your
assistance in their annual “Rose Sale” in
support of the “Right to Life” movement.
Donations for this worthy cause would be
accepted and greatly appreciated to help those
assisted by this great fraternal organization.

Rachel’s Vineyard is a safe place to renew,
rebuild, and redeem hearts broken by abortion.
Weekend retreats offer a supportive, confidential,
and non-judgmental environment where women
and men can express, release, and reconcile
painful post-abortive emotions and begin the
process of restoration, renewal, and healing.
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat will be held from
Friday evening, January 27 through Sunday
afternoon, January 29, 2017 in the Stirling area.
To register or for more information, contact
Marie at 973-377-1004, Ext. 425.
All calls will be held in strictest confidence.

March for life
The Don Bosco Knights of Columbus Council #7784 will hold
the March for Life Bus Trip to Washington, DC on Friday,
January 27, 2017. the bus will pick up parishioners from Saint
Joseph Church at 6:20am in the Public Parking Area on South
Park Drive, Newton (located behind Shop Rite and W eis
Supermarkets). The cost for the trip is $25 per person.
To register, please complete the form and mail with payment,
check payable to KofC Council 7784, and mail to Mrs.
Jennifer Durso, Office Manager, Our Lady Queen of Peace
Church, 209 US Highway 206, Branchville, NJ 07826.
For more information call 973-948-3184.
Name_____________________________# People_________
Parish____________________________________________
Email address______________________________________
Cell Phone #_________________Amt. Enclosed__________

Thank you
The Don Bosco Columbiettes #7784 wish to
extend a heartfelt thank you to all who attended our Santa’s
Bake and Christmas gift shop on Sunday, December 11,
2016 and gave so generously. The event was highlighted
by the visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus. All monies that
were collected will help fund the our Youth Mission Trip to
Plattsburg, New York from our parish. God bless you, and
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

