Saint Joseph
ROMAN CATHOLIC Church

Schedule of Masses
Weekdays: Monday - Friday at 12:05pm
Sundays: Saturday (Sunday Vigil) at 5:00pm

Sunday 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:30am and 6:00pm
Misa en Espanol todos los Domingos a las 2:30pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Last Monday of Holy Week at 7:00-8:30pm
Saturday 4:00pm-4:30pm or by appointment

973-383-1985

April 9, 2017

Our Parish Family is Served By
Father ST Sutton

973-383-1985 - FatherSTS@gmail.com
Father Alexander Londono, M igrant M inistry
Fr. Alexanderlondono@gmail.com
Father Edward Davey, Pastor Em eritus
Deacons Gerald Hanifan, Alfred Kucinski
and Thomas Zayac

Weekly Mass Intentions
Saturday 4/8

5:00pm

Genevieve Zoch
Harry Jackson

Sunday
April 9th

8:00am

James Sciorra
Nicole Ann DeBenedetto

Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord

9:30am

Merle L. Testa
Phil Huff

11:30am

Deborah Henegan

6:00pm

Director of Faith Formation (Grades 1-8)
973-383-8413 - Faithformation@stjosephnewton.org

Linda Gorski

Director of Faith Formation (Confirmation)

973-383-8413 - Confirmation@stjosephnewton.org
Kelly Dachisen, Director of Music Ministry
jkdachisen@me.com
Anne Lundgren, Office M anager
973-383-1985 - parishoffice@stjosephnewton.org
Karen Glowatski, Office A ssistant
973-383-1985 - secretary@stjosephnewton.org
Sharon Eltzholtz, Bulletin A ssistant
973-383-1985 - bulletin@stjosephnewton.org
Robert Lasser, Finance Adm inistrator

TRUSTEES OF THE PARISH
Dorothy Bosi, George Hayek
and Gerard Woodring.

Weekly Remembrance
The Sanctuary Lamp which burns near
the tabernacle, is the reminder of our Lord’s
presence in the Most Holy Eucharist,
burns in loving memory of:
And the hosts and wine, which will become the
Holy Body and Precious Blood of our Lord,
were given in loving memory of:

May they be resting in the joy
of God’s heavenly kingdom!

Panera fund raising night
SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

YOUTH MISSION GROUP

April 20, 2017 from 4:00-8:00pm
Panera Bread Bakery-Café at 25 Centre Street, Sparta
Flyers are available in the back of the church.

Francis & Stella Covel
Sue McGuire
Wladyslaw Kuczek
Intentions of Gen Muth

Monday 4/10

12:05pm

Ronald Ambler
Richard Santa Colona

Tuesday 4/11

12:05pm

Oscar & Alcira Ortiz
Doreen Leveiro

Wednesday 4/12 12:05pm

Ed Kappock

Thursday 4/13

7:30pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Friday 4/14

3:00pm

Good Friday
of the Lord’s Passion

Saturday 4/15

8:00pm

Easter Vigil “Pro populo”

Sunday
April 16th

7:30am

For all parishioners

The Resurrection of
The Lord

(School)

9:00am

For all parishioners

10:30am
(School)

For all parishioners

12:15pm

For all parishioners

No 6:00pm Mass

“Oremus Pro Invicem”
Please remember in your prayers the
following members of our parish family
who are sick and are in need of the
Lord’s healing presence:
Ron Ayers, Peter De Kleine, Jennifer DiNardo,
Pat Fitzpatrick, Kathy Flores, Mary Gregory,
Bill Kadar, Susan Kadar, Jessica Kirby, Kerri Knight,
Jeff Matyas, Karen Morrison, Gen Muth, Linda Ross,
Michael Ryan, Rita & Tom Zimich.

Parish office
The Parish Office will be closed in
celebration of Easter from 12:00 Good
Friday, April 14th until Tuesday morning
April 18th at 9:00am.

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - April 9, 2017

Easter is an event not just a date!
How should we prepare for Easter? Easter is
NOT merely a date or a time; but it is an event!
At Easter something happens. What happens is
the called the “paschal mystery.” It is essential
to prepare your mind and your heart in order
that you may truly celebrate the Easter season.
What is this “paschal mystery?” This term is
used by the Fathers of the Church in many
different prayers and expresses a certain
outlook on our faith, an understanding of our
redemption, which is historical and scriptural.
Scholastic theologians’ outlook was systematic
and juridical (something like a legal system of
thinking of things). They taught that redemption
was a payment for a debt (reparation) or a
pardon granted. With this line of thinking,
Jesus took upon Himself the sufferings which
we deserve as punishments for our sins (penal
expiation). The Fathers of the Church, on the
other hand, favored the idea of transformation
or a liberation.
Now that we understand what a “paschal
mystery” is a little more, the next question we
have to ask is: What is mystery? We usually
think of it as something “beyond our
understanding” but we believe because God has
told us about it (i.e. Blessed Trinity, Incarnation,
Holy Eucharist, et al.). But the word “mystery”
also has another meaning: it means an action
done by God in carrying out some plan (i.e. the
“mysteries” of the Rosary). Again, according to
the Church Fathers and the Holy Scriptures a
“mystery” has three qualities: 1.) It is something
that is done, an event. 2.) It is something done
by God and 3.) It is something done to further
(or affect) our salvation. The things done (the
events) by Christ (who is God) to further affect
our salvation: especially His passion, death and
resurrection are rightly called “mysteries”
But the question still remains: why “paschal
mysteries?” What is the nature of the “Pasch” or
Passover?
The original Passover was also an historical
event: 1.) It was the occasion when the Angel of
the Lord “passed over” the land of Egypt to
inflict death on the first-born of the Egyptians in
order to free the Israelites from their slavery

(Exodus 12:27). 2.) This event enabled them to
“pass over” the Red Sea and go to Mount Sinai
where God made a covenant with them saying:
“I will be your God and you will my people.”
3.) Thus, the Israelites underwent a change of
status or a transformation (from slavery to
freedom, a mob of people to God’s “Chosen
Race” that looked forward to living in a
“promised” land). 4.) The “pass-over” from
slavery to freedom, from death to life. (This is
the “passover” that set the stage for the coming
of Jesus Christ).
The “Passover” of Jesus Christ too was an event:
1.) It too was a change of status, from fallen man
(destined for death) to a new man (glorious and
immortal). 2.) He too “passed over” from the
state of slavery to sin (in his body)to the state of
freedom, from death to life. Therefore, what Jesus
accomplished is rightly called a “paschal
mystery” because:
It was an event:
1.) Accomplished by God, 2.) To further (effect)
our salvation and 3.) was in the form of a
passover! What Jesus became was NOT a
continuation of this life (like Lazarus did): -but a
new kind of human life! One that was NOT
subject to death or suffering. Jesus transformed
human life by “passing” from one state to
another, from death to life. Quite clearly we
CANNOT achieve this transformation
ourselves. We must be united with Christ,
through Christ and in Christ. Like what the
priest prays at Mass: Through Him, with Him and
in Him…. For the “paschal mystery” of Christ,
though it is a past event, DOES NOT belong
solely to the past. Christ is still performing
actions to carry out the plan of redemption;
Actions rightly called “mysteries” in His
Church (His Mystical body).
Thus, “Christian mysteries” are those mysteries
that we celebrate as SACRAMENTS in the
Church. The Pascal Mysteries however, are
those Sacraments and celebrations which the
Church does at Easter time. Thus, this Easter
must be an event in our lives! They must be
celebrated by you!

This week’s events
Monday, April 10
4:05pm Faith Formation (School)
6:50pm Faith Formation (School)
Tuesday, April 11
4:05pm Faith Formation (School)
Wednesday, April 12
6:00pm R.C.I.A. (Parish Center)
Thursday, April 13 - Holy Thursday
1:00pm Legion of Mary (Parish Center)
7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Church)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until Midnight
Friday, April 14 - Good Friday
3:00pm Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion (Church)
Saturday, April 15 - Holy Saturday
1:00pm Blessing of Food (Church)
8:00pm Easter Vigil Mass (Church)

Food pantry
Our Saint Mother Teresa Food Pantry is a
valuable resource to our parish community and to our
town. But we are having trouble keeping it well stocked.
Each week, by the end of our Monday morning food distribution, the shelves are bare.
Please remember Father ST’s request to bring
two or more cans or boxes of food for the poor each
weekend when you come to Mass during Lent. We are in
need of all types of food (except pasta and green beans).
We also need paper products, toiletries, detergents and
cleaning products.
For your convenience we have wallet sized
printed cards available. These cards list this month’s food
pantry needs. Please feel free to take a card, so that you
can refer to it when shopping. Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry.

PARISH WEEKEND DONATIONS
April 2nd - Collection $8,640
Online Giving $528

Total: $9,168

Attendance: 874
Please remember that our parish weekly
collection goal is $10,000/week.

Weekend readings
April 16, 2017

Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43
Colossians 3:1-4 or Corinthians 5:6b-8
The Gospel of Saint John 20:1-9 or
The Gospel of Saint Matthew 28:1-10

Monday Confession
Due to an unforeseen emergency this past Monday, Father ST
was not able to hear confessions. In order to make available one
more time, he will be hearing Confessions this coming Monday,
April 10th from 7:00-8:30pm in the chur ch. Thank you for
your understanding and patience!

Pizza fundraiser
The Don Bosco Columbiettes Auxiliary
No. 7784 is having a pizza fundraiser
at the Villa Capri Restaurant on Route
206 in Newton on Friday, April 14th.
Please help the Columbiettes raise
money for scholarships and local charities. Villa Capri
will donate $1 for every pizza sold all day on Friday,
April 14th. So, treat your family to some really great
pizza and help raise money for charity!

New cushions for the pews
Many thanks to those who came forward to purchase
the new pew cushions which will replace the well
worn, old cushions presently in the pews.
To date we have 50 or the 66 cushions paid for.
These is still time to be part of this pew renewal in
our church. The cost of each cushion is $130. If you
would like to give one or more in loving memory of
someone, you are most welcome. You are also
invited to go “halfsies” with another family in
purchasing a new cushion. Please let us know before
the last 16 are purchased.

Holy land collection
The Holy Land collection on Good Friday is
allocated for educational and ecclesial
projects, programs and ministries in the
Middle East.
Last year, the collection
supported 29 parishes, four homes for
orphans and three academic institutions. In
addition, it provided financial assistance to
schools, helped educate men for the
priesthood, rehabilitated 80 homes for
Christians families and provided senior care
facilities in Bethlehem and Nazareth.
Dozens of shrines connected to the life of
Jesus, and so important to our faith, were
preserved thanks to the Holy Land
collection. This important work is made
possible with your help.

7th annual 5k
7th Annual Thank You Mom, Debbie Ann 5K, April 30 th
at Swartswood State Park in Memory of Debbie Modrow
-Snook. Thank You Mom Foundation is a registered
501(c)3 charitable organization promoting our
foundation of helping others which was an integral part
of Debbie’s life. Go to “thankyoumomfoundation.org
to register, or mail a check to TYM Foundation, 915 So.
Shore Terr., Newton, NJ 07860. Donation is $26 adult,
$15 student.

THANK YOU
The Don Bosco Columbiettes Council #7784
would like to thank the parishioners of Saint
Joseph Church for making the Palm Cross
Fundraiser a success. With your
purchases and donations we are
happy to announce that we have
made a donation of $500 to the
Little Sisters of the Poor for their
St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly
in Totowa, NJ.

Thank you for your support!

Easter schedule
Holy Thursday, April 13th
The Mass of the Lord’s Supper
at 7:30pm (in church)

Good Friday, April 14th
The Lord’s Passion
at 3:00pm (in church)

Holy Saturday, April 15th
Blessing of Food - 1:00pm (in church)

Easter Vigil Mass at 8:00pm
Easter Sunday, April 16th
Sunday Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am*
10:30am* and 12:15pm.
* 9:00 and 10:30am Masses will be
celebrated in the Community Center.
There will be NO 6:00pm Mass on Easter Sunday

